
WELCOME MR. KAITA 
(Bienvenido Míster Kaita) 

 

 

A drama-documentary on the effects of immigration in the countries of origin. 

 

 

“Bienvenido Mister Kaita” (Welcome Mr. Kaita) is a 90’ docudrama almost entirely shot in 

Gambia (Sub-Saharan Africa). It was first broadcast on TVE (Television of Spain) in 2006, 

and has since received awards and nominations in several international Film Festivals, among 

them the prestigious San Sebastian International Film Festival.  

 

While many documentaries have been made, in Spain and in other European countries, on the 

situation of African immigrants in Europe, very few –if any- have focused on the impact this 

massive immigration has on the African countries left behind by the immigrants. “Welcome 

Mr. Kaita” explores this side of the phenomenon of massive immigration by following the steps 

of the Kaita family on their visit to their native country, Gambia, seventeen years after they left 

it. The film reflects, through the spontaneous and real situations Mr. Kaita and his family 

encounter, the reality behind the use and misuse of the remittances the immigrants regularly 

send to their relatives, as well as the effect of this foreign money on the economies of Sub-

Saharan Africa. It also portrays the problem of brain-drain; and the painful situation of a society 

where the young men at working age have left for Europe and only women and old men stay 

behind. “Welcome Mr. Kaita” echoes the loneliness and estrangement of Mr. Kaita as he 

returns to his country, which is the loneliness of a generation of immigrants whose hearts are 

in Africa and whose lives are in Europe, but who no longer belong to any of the two worlds. 

Formally, “Welcome Mr. Kaita” is an extremely original documentary, shot with the real 

protagonists and in the real situations but at the same time making use of the narrative and 

audiovisual techniques of fiction. This places it within the genre of docudrama. 

 

“Welcome Mr. Kaita” was directed by Albert Albacete on a script by Helena Medina (National 

Award of Spain, EMMY nomination, Ondas Award, Alma Award, among others), and 

produced by Daniel Hernández and Pablo Usón of multi-awarded ALEA DOCS&FILMS, for 

TVE (Television of Spain). At the moment, only the Spanish and French versions are available: 

with voice-overs in Spanish or French and dialogues in the protagonists’ original language, 

with subtitles. 


